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Much of Ann Gollifer’s recent work is concerned with the idea of home and 
where it is located. In this she is in tune with one of the major themes of the era 
of globalization in which we all live. 
Her take however is one of a very personal exploration of her experience and like 
all true artists she throws light on the elusive concept of belonging from an 
original perspective. She explores the territory of the heart. 
 
Her intensely felt work no doubt partly stems from her career which from an 
early age spans more countries and continents than most of us can ever hope to 
visit. Her American Indian heritage also plays an important part, mixed as it is 
with other cultural antecedents. Where else could such a fascinating and diverse 
life be drawn together but in the part of our anatomy, without which we are as 
Shakespeare famously put it “ but moulded clay”. 
 
Ann Gollifer’s work never strays very far from her chosen territory and that 
perhaps gives it an intensity, which communicates easily to her audience. In 
looking at the work in Maputo where displacement has been such a common 
experience in recent times it will no doubt resonate strongly. 
 
Ann Gollifer has contributed to the work of Thapong Workshop and the Art 
Centre In Gaborone and in doing so she has helped artists to communicate and 
form a community not only in Botswana but also with the wider network of 
artists who are associated with the Triangle network, whose first contact with 
Mozambique goes back to Ujamaa Workshops coordinated by Fatima Fernandes 
in 1991 and 1992. 
 
Along with many artists on the African Continent, Ann’s generosity has helped 
establish workshops and residencies where artists can work together and 
communicate freely. Such homes are no less important than house, family, 
nation. 
 
Ann is one of the first artists from abroad to have embraced the opportunity to 
show work at the Museu Nacional de Arte in Maputo. I hope there will be many 
to follow. 
 


